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shame that this could not have come to 
fruition in time for Otto Warmbier’s 
safe release. 

Let us hope that, with the forth-
coming talks between the United 
States and North Korea, much more 
progress will be made. 

f 

GODSPEED, CHARLIE DENT 

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 
we say farewell to a colleague and good 
friend, CHARLIE DENT, a dedicated pub-
lic servant who served in the Pennsyl-
vania House for 8 years, the Pennsyl-
vania Senate for 6, and 14 years in the 
United States Congress. 

Again, a dedicated public servant. He 
is smart. He is tough. He is hard-
working. He has a great sense of 
humor. But, most importantly, he has 
been a voice of reason here in the 
House of Representatives. He has 
worked extremely hard to represent 
the people of the 15th District over 
those past 14 years and done it with 
great honor and integrity. 

As Charlie leaves the House today, I 
say to my good friend: Chuck, we are 
going to miss you. Godspeed. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUB-
LIC—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
(H. DOC. NO. 115–123) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, with respect 
to the Central African Republic, is to 
continue in effect beyond May 12, 2018. 

The situation in and in relation to 
the Central African Republic, which 
has been marked by a breakdown of 
law and order, intersectarian tension, 
widespread violence and atrocities, and 
the pervasive, often forced recruitment 
and use of child soldiers, threatens the 
peace, security, or stability of the Cen-
tral African Republic and the neigh-
boring states, and continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 

the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Therefore, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency with 
respect to the Central African Republic 
declared in Executive Order 13667. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 10, 2018. 
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HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
AND ADJOURNMENT FROM FRI-
DAY, MAY 11, 2018, TO TUESDAY, 
MAY 15, 2018 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 11 
a.m. tomorrow; and further, when the 
House adjourns on that day, it adjourn 
to meet on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, when 
it shall convene at noon for morning- 
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative 
business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR THE COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE 
UNTIL 6 P.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 
11, 2018, TO FILE PRIVILEGED RE-
PORTS 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Appropriations have until 6 p.m. on 
Friday, May 11, 2018, to file privileged 
reports to accompany measures mak-
ing appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE CONGRESS 
AND THANK YOU TO MY CON-
STITUENTS IN THE 15TH DIS-
TRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DENT) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to give notice of my intent to resign 
from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives on May 12 and to share a 
few words with my fellow Members and 
the American people. 

It has truly been an honor and privi-
lege to serve the people of Pennsylva-
nia’s 15th District, and I am proud of 
my time in Congress. I believe that I 
have made a difference and improved 
the lives of the constituents whom I 
have served in Pennsylvania: from 
serving on the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee and the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, which 
is being very ably led by my good 
friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER)—and his term is also coming to 

its end. I want to commend him and 
congratulate him on his dedicated serv-
ice all these years—and to my current 
role as a senior member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, chairing 
the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies; and as past chairman of 
the House Ethics Committee. 

And I was delighted for my good 
friend LINDA SÁNCHEZ, who just spoke a 
few moments ago, serving with her. 
She was a wonderful partner on that 
committee. So much of the staff, some 
of whom are here in the Chamber 
today, I was so thrilled to be able to 
have that opportunity to work with her 
and the staff, who are all so profes-
sional. 

I also had the opportunity to serve as 
co-chair of the Tuesday Group Caucus. 
I was very pleased with what we were 
able to accomplish in that role. And as 
a senior member of the Appropriations 
Committee, I fought to fulfill the basic 
functions of government, like keeping 
the government funded and preventing 
default on our Nation’s obligations. At 
times, that has not been easy. 

I see my good friend Mr. COLE is here, 
too. He has been a great appropriator, 
a great leader, and a great mentor to 
me. 

Unfortunately, due to disruptive po-
litical influences, increased polariza-
tion has led the Congress to becoming 
more paralyzed and unable to perform 
even our most basic and fundamental 
tasks. This phenomenon manifested 
itself most clearly during the 2013 Fed-
eral Government shutdown, but it con-
tinues today. 

This political polarization has led to 
a disturbing trend where fringe ele-
ments of both the far right and far left 
are emboldened and empowered. And 
while the bases of both political parties 
are well represented in Congress, the 
governing center has been under in-
creased pressure. 

Too many Republicans expect un-
questioning—blind, unquestioning— 
loyalty and obedience to President 
Trump, no matter how absurd or dis-
ruptive the comment or behavior. Con-
stitutional separation of powers is al-
most an alien concept, after relent-
lessly demanding Congress assert its 
Article I powers during the Obama 
years. 

On the other side, far too many 
Democrats offer unflinching resistance 
and opposition to President Trump, 
even if they agree with him on a given 
policy or position. 

Separation of political parties has re-
placed separation of powers as a guid-
ing, governing philosophy. This dy-
namic is simply not sustainable, and it 
is already having troubling con-
sequences. 

We have already seen a rise in the 
three-headed monster of isolationism, 
protectionism, and nativism. These are 
not qualities of a great nation. In fact, 
they dishonor the sacrifices and service 
of the Greatest Generation, who deliv-
ered both victory during World War II 
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